60                        INTERVIEWING JAPAN
SekiryushFs clients never give their names or
proclaim their identity, for whereas Takashima is
personal, Sekiryushi is impersonal.   This is part
of his show, for he is able to tell with uncanny
ability the condition of his clients.   They go and
come from seven o'clock in the morning until five
o'clock at night.   He sits serenely like, the wise
Dharma to whom he bears a remarkable resemb-
lance in type, while his clients come and go.   He
often has as many as thirty visitors a day.    Such
a quantity of clients must bring him an income of
between 1500 and 2000 yen a month, but he makes
no show of ostentation for he wears simple Japa-
nese clothes and his office is without ornament.
It would hardly be good business, and would sadly
weaken his pose as a man of great wisdom, should
he stir his guests to speculate on his good fortune
caused by their credulity.
Upon entering his house I lingered for a
while in the small anteroom enjoying the view
into his garden and listening to the woes of various
clients and the advice he gave. He is a sort of
father confessor as well as a seer for nearly all of
his clients come to him because they have problems
too great to solve or stand on the brink of decisions
which are important in their lives* A few young
men come to get advice concerning what careers